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Overview
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The ministry and people of Syria have faced many challenges because of Covid-19. The ministries cannot have big
gatherings. There are no open baptisms and people meet in a lot of small groups. People in Syria are scared. There are a
lot of military checkpoints. The typical checkpoints don't cause a problem but the President’s brother does have a militia
that has checkpoints that people are afraid of. The average person has nothing to fear. | suppose the only new items are
how the ongoing war’s impacts are exacerbated by the global outbreak of COVID-19 and its associated economic and
societal pressures. Suffering is to be expected as followers of Christ (1 Tim 3:12), right? Right. However, in what seems
paradoxical, in our suffering we rejoice as we anxiously look to the glory that will be revealed when we are face to face
with the Risen Lord (1 Peter 4:13). So, until we are with Him, we fix our eyes on Jesus and look to Him for faith, courage,
and strength to be about the Father’s business, sharing the message of our Savior, Jesus Christ, with words of hope and
bread, to the desperate.
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Ministry Impact
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Religious Heritage - Personal Revelation
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A faith heritage is not a personal relationship with the Savior. Our leaders witnessed one such example when, after our
Christmas outreach event, a family of Christians, by tradition, approached our leaders afterward. As it turned out,
coming to the outreach activity was their first time to this church. They were moved by the worship and felt prompted
to act upon hearing the message. Feeling God’s presence, they came forward at the end of the service and asked for
prayer.
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HE moves the Hearts of Kings (Proverbs 21:1)
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This year we have received a lot of communication from the government asking for assistance during the COVID-19
event. Although limited in resources, our leaders took advantage of the opportunity and are using it to share the gospel
in additional areas we have never worked in. Our assistance has garnered favor from new sources within communities
and increased respect being shown to our leaders is resulting in the opening of numerous new doors to build
relationships.
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Caring for the Poor (Proverbs 19:17)
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As we are able, our leaders continue to distribute food and clothing to those that lack. Our target criteria: any person
that is in need.
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Over the past 6 months, and as a direct blessing of COVID-19, we have initiated and overseen the setup of 12 house groups.
As we are able to move within the COVID-19 confinement, we meet to encourage leaders and home groups. The following
table summarizes our activities over the past 6 months.
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Indicator Number Notes
HE BE atan
House Groups 48 & 12 House Groups since January 2020
RJiE/ NaH F 2020 4L » LU EETT 12 (EZ2 e/ Nl
Churches 4 H Separate buildings
nE RN AVEEY)
New Believers 200 A Since January 2020
MRS [ 2020 FHLE
Evangelism 2,800 A XX | Lives touched ¥ B3
¢ 87 A Responses for Christ j & o]
2,000 A Bibles distributed 24K &% 1%
Missionaries 80 A Workers & church planters that are full time, part
FHt time or volunteer
2B~ FEWECE TR FEES
Children 10,000 A_ | Cared for, impacted since January 2020
GlE B 2020 F LUK E A2 FHERERYT i3
Compassion 48 Medical support occurrences
(Personal Impacts) BapR e st
NERED (A FFE) 6,500 . | Food benefactors
=X ULzl
3,200 A Refugee benefactors
e ERBED
47 A Persecuted believers assisted
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Challenges and Continued Needs
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Persevering: Our Top 3 Challenges
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The COVID-19 Impact is Far-reaching
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Like everyone else around the world we have had to make adjustments. Our staffing is reduced by 50%. Although we
continue to operate with reduced leaders, our ability to meet needs has been diminished. We know that if we are
supposed to do more, God will supply in HIS abundance. In the meantime, we embrace this as an opportunity to
reevaluate our definition of needs as we inquire of the Lord.
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Prayer Requests
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e Remain with eyes fixed upon our Lord to ensure we move with Him, in lock step.
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e Have wisdom to negotiate the challenges of making tough decisions.
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e Trust that God will move hearts - ours toward him and those of the government (as attested above) to grant
continued favor.
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Local Help Needed: Assistance for Evangelism and Discipleship
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Current leaders are working very hard; they are exhausted and under a lot of stress. To assist, we dispatched two teams
from Lebanon to Syria in the new year for a short period of time to live in Syria, where they encourage our national

leaders and some home group attendees with emotional and prayer support. It is amazing how the benefits of personal
presence encourage someone else to press on.
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Prayer Requests
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e Personal boundaries with faith. That they know what they are supposed to do, what they are not supposed to
do and the faith to trust that God will help them to discern between the two correctly.
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e Maturity in the Body of Believers. Any kind of assistance from local believers that is trustworthy is welcome. We
need more people to step up their commitment in demonstrable manner.
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Financial Resources: A Global Challenge
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The Syria outreach can use prayer for God’s hand to supply financial resources that enable us to continue:
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e Meeting existing needs.
o JERATREK -
e Resources to grow sustainably into the numerous opportunities to expand the work in new areas.
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e Support to relocate many Muslims to protect their safety after they decide to follow Jesus.
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Thank you for your prayers and gifts that help to sustain us through these difficult months. May God bless you in
abundance.
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